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16 You shall not be a gossipmonger among your people, you shall not stand aside while your
fellow’s blood is shed — | am HASHEM. 17 You shall not hate your brother in your heart; you
shall reprove your fellow and do not bear a sin because of him. 18 You shall not take revenge
and you shall not bear a grudge against the members of your people; you shall love your fellow

as yourself — I am HASHEM.
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i3 qY Ny — You shall love your fellow as yourself. R
Akiva said that this is the fundamental rule of the Torah
(Rashi; Sifra). Hillel paraphrased the commandment, saying,
“What is hateful to you, do not do to others” (Shabbos 31a).
The Sages based a variety of rules on this verse, illustrating
the sort of sensitivity that is demanded of all Jews. For exam-
ple, this precept requires that the least painful death be used
for capital offenders (Kesubos 37b, Sanhedrin 45a); and a
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husband may not put his wife into situations that might
make her distasteful to him (Kiddushin 41a; Niddah 17‘a).‘_
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- _ Love Your Fellow as Yourself / Walk in Hashem’s Ways # 241

The centrality of this mitzvah is stressed time and again in our

sources. Rabbi Akiva called it “a great principle in the Torah.” Hillel
Hazaken went so far as to say that the rule, “Do not do to your friend
anything that would be loathsome to you [were you in his position],”
is the crux of Torah; “the rest is just explanation.” Indeed, we find that
many of the mitzvos in the Torah derive from this principle: the issurim
of stealing, adultery, swindling, hurting with words, hatred, revenge,
bearing a grudge and many others.
#=J In order to carry out the mitzvah properly, it is not enough to con-
sider how you — with your weaknesses and strengths — would feel under
the circumstances. For example, you may be particularly thick-skinned
and truly do not mind when others kid you about your faults. That does
not give you license to joke at another person’s expense, rationalizing
that “I wouldn’t care if he treated me that way.” Rather, you have to put
vourself into the other person’s shoes and imagine how you would feel
if you were he, and act toward him accordingly. (Mishpetei Hashalom
13:2-3)
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What Does THE RAMBAM EXPLAINS the mitzvah of veahavta
the Mitzvah of a5 an obligation to love every Jew as you love your-
Ve'ahavta Entail?  gelf In practice, this means that we should be con-

~ cerned for his personal welfare and for the safety
of his possessions as we are concerned for our own welfare and our own
possessions. Just as we wish people would think and speak highly of us
and would look out for our interests, so should we speak positively of
our friend, look out for his honor and his possessions, and do what we
can to protect him from any kind of loss.
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o) If we truly feel love for another persc;n, then we will be free of the
nasty pangs of jealousy when he surpasses us in financial success, repu-
4§ tation, intellectual achievements and so on. In fact, we will feel personal
ioy in his success, just as we would feel at our own. King Shaul’s son
Yonasan achieved this level in his boundless love for David, which
was untainted by envy, even when the position of king was taken from
Yonasan and given to David. If we could all adopt this attitude, we
would have a sure formula for peace and harmony. (Mishpetei Hashalom
13:4-5)

“LOVE YOUR FELLOW man as yourself; I an
Hashem” (Vayikra 19:18). The obligation to love
one’s fellow man applies to men and women, rick
and poor, in all places and at all times. Children

should be trained in this mitzvah from a young age and should be
., encouraged both within the family circle and without to seek ways to

Love Your Fellow
Man — Who Is
Obligated?

7{nake others feel good and to “fargin” — to take joy in the success of
others.
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[Ramban now offers another interpretation of the verse, in which your fellow as yourself is not a= ‘Sb
exaggeration:] - l - SR
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the command and you shall love him [\] like yourself (below, v. 34) regarding the proselyte™ - [ \'NRIT ARIPA_MINMD, — 923 PNP 1 Y 77 000 N X0 T
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not for this command, many times a person w_'ill have love for his fellow only with regard = LYY YWY N30 AT LU0, 720 1R W, nmbwia neban

specific things,  nya Ny aN3 XY MwWya 12vwnY — such as that he be graced with wealt: - =

but not with wisdom, or other such things.”2 533 35ix 13 nXY - And even if one were to love

his fellow in regard to all things, m3M) NYT1 733y DRI Y3 b 2T Y TIPY VB — be

will want only that his fellow who is beloved to him attain wealth, property and honer

knowledge and wisdom, i mun X% - but not that he shall be equal to him;  mwm Sz ,7
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What is kavod and why is it so important? Kavod is not simply a
/‘matter of efiquette or proper conduct. Rather, it involves acknowl-
{ edging and revealing the positive qualities of the object of the honor.

“When one honors another person, he is in effect proclaiming his
importance. When he honors a Torah scholar he is acknowledg-
ing and revealing the holiness of the Torah, and when he honors
Hashem he is doing the same for His Godliness, expressing that
there is no power other than He. '
What is the tool we need to use in order to accord kavod? We
say at the end of Mizmor Shir Chanukas Habayis (Tehillim 30),
“So that kavod should sing to you.” The commentators explain that
the kavod mentioned here refers to a person’s neshamah. A main
¢ function of the neshamah, whose very nature is kavod, is to give
kavod, thereby revealing. the loftiness of Hashem, the Torah, its
scholars, and every human being.
\,When a person gives kavod to all those around him, it is an indi-
cation that his neshamah is alive and working properly. Conversely,
one who walks around looking to belittle, deride, and find people’s
shortcomings has made it clear that his neshamah is malfunction-
ing. Additionally, he has demonstrated that he himself is not honor-
able, for the Mishnah (Avos 4:1) states, “Who is honored? He who
honors the creations.”
_The opportunities to give kavod are numerous. There are hala-
chos of derech eretz and kavod habriyos that dictate the level of
kavod one must have for a tzelem Elokim, such as the directive

8 to greet everyone with a pleasant countenance. Additionally, we

are obligated to stand up and show respect for the Torah, for its
scholars, and for the elderly. Kavod encompasses everyone and
everything: from the mitzvah of
honoring parents (which is one
of the most weighty mitzvos in
the Torah) all the way to the
respect we must accord food.
¢~ Our avodah is to look for and
‘then acknowledge and reveal the
positive traits of everyone we
encounter. One who makes it his
business to do so will find himself
in a world that contains no lowliness or pettiness, for even in the
smallest of creations he will uncover only positive qualities. “And in
His sanctuary — all proclaim kavod”! (Tehillim 29).
(Introduction ‘to Shiurei Chumash, Parashas Emor; Alei Shur,
Vol. I, p. 118)
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“ Kavod encompasses
everyone and everything:
from the mitzvah of
honoring parents all the
way to the respect we
must accord food.
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R’ Avraham Yehoshua Heschel o/' Kopztchtnztz used to say
that the commandment to love your fellows does not mean
to love saintly and righteous people — it is impossible not to
love such people. God commands us to love even people
whom it is hard to love.

__v The Alter of Slobodka said, “The commandment is to love

others 313, as you love yourself. Just as you love yourself
instinctively, without looking for reasons, so you should love
others, even without reasons.”

««§ How to loye another.

HaKsav V'HaKabbalah offers a list of realistic examples of
“how one can fulfill this commandment in ways that are )
possible: (a) Your affection for others should be real, not
feigned. (b) Always treat others with resp:jt. @Always seek

)

the pest for them. (d) Join in their pain.(e)|Greet them with

\ friendliness. (f) Give them the benefit of the doubt. (g) Assist >
them physically, even in matters that are not very difficult.
(h) Be ready to assist with small or moderate loans and gifts.
(i) Do not consider yourself better than them.
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True love is the ability to give purely for the sake of benefiting the -
other person. The act of giving must not be geared toward bringing == 5" 12 2w ) "OTN TN 35 12 D’mb D29 DM : TN NN9Y N,

pleasure to ourselves; on the contrary, we are willing to relinquish our \-”‘JN TR T1Pan PP 1 YPan N Iy 7R
own comfort and pleasure so that the object of our love will benefit. In

\.our genuine love for every other Jew, we are concerned for his physical,™ 19 NN N¥IW W2 DTNN Y91 DINN oA MYV Mannd v NNaY
/ em0t1onal and financial well-being as well as for his personal honor. It\, PPYN 20N THI THY) M INIY DN MNIY DTN D1 T Hum NoNT

\was with thi
vas with this selfless love that Hashem created the world, and by emu” T 1y5155 iyaa 189 NI TP P12 NBYT N3 N9 V1T 90 9w 1255
lating this genuine love when we relate to others, we fulfill the mitzvah

of following in His ways. (Mishpetei Hashalom 13:9) DAN NNHJY DM TWUND 'mv_mm 782 DY IN N N2 DINDNIY
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In the fourth mishnah we were taught to be most humble and unas- P v KA no
suming. Here we have a clear-cut, practical way of humility. There _is 3 D “Ron G e e

many a person whose petty conceit will not permit him to recognize anyone : - e ;
unless he is recognized first. The other person must make the first move. SHE'EILAS SHALOM IS usually translated as “greeting,” but it actually

This_is his way of establishing and maintaining his “dignity,” he believes. means inquiring about someone’s well-being. The Gemara usually refers
Others will hesitate_from a sense of insecurity to be_the first to_extend a7 tq greeting someone with the word “Shalom,” which is one of the Names

warm greeting to those they meet. They are afraid to give a token of friend-
ship and receive only an icy stare in return. They will therefore insist on of Hashem, as Rashi explains (Shabbos 10b), Gidon called Hashem

waiting until the person they meet takes the “emotional risk.” while the “Shalom” (Shoftim 6:24). Thus, when we use the term “greeting” in our
“play it safe.” Whatever the reason, such behavior is wrong. Take the context, we refer to this aspect as well — that by saying shalom we are
initiative, says our Sage. Do not seek a sense of conceit or importance, O  giying the other person a blessing that Hashem help him.

an illusion of security, at the expense of another’s feelings. Give him a . ) ]
friendly greeting with a warm smile, and inquire, if you will, after his welfare. ¢ The power of a warm greeting of shalom cannot be overestimated.
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Chazal actually instituted a takanah that people should greet their friends
and inquire after their well-being using the word “shalom” — one of the
divine Names of Hashem. Using the word “shalom” to honor our fellow
.man is not considered disrespectful to Hashem’s Name; we can even use
shalom in greeting non-Jews. To a talmid chacham, we show our esteem
by doubling our shalom (“Shalom, shalom”). (Mishpetei Hashalom 4:22)

R —

EVERY MORNING WE pass our neighbor on the way to work, and each
time, he gives us a warm greeting. If that is the case, we must try to
give him our shalom first — “Seek peace and pursue it” (Tehillim 34).
In any case, we must be sure to respond to his greeting; if someone
gives us shalom and we do not respond in kind, we are considered gaz-

(%

Tanim — robbers. In contrast, when we bless our friend with a warm
greeting, we are blessed from Shamayim.
o5 <

But we should not limit our greetings to old friends and close neigh-
bors. Chazal say that we should be the first to greet everyone. Rabbi
Yochanan ben Zakai was known for being the first to receive everyone
he met — even non-Jews — with a warm greeting (Mishpetei Hashalom
4:23-24). Shammai Hazaken as well — though he was often mistak-

enly perceived as a grim, serious personality, due to his stringencies

"‘T\n halachah — was actually very particular to greet everyone beseiver
panim yafos — with a warm smile.

Yo

Putona MUMBLING THE WORD “shalom” with a grumpy face
Happy Face  does not achieve the purpose of increasing love and
7" goodwill among people. Chazal say that we should greet

everyone with a pleasant countenance (Avos 1:15). They add that show-
ing a friend a white, toothy smile does more for him than offering him
a nourishing drink of white, frothy milk. In fact, as we find in Avos
DeRabbi Nosson (13:4), if we give someone all the gifts in the world
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with a sour face, it is as if we gave him nothing; but if we greet him
® with a warm smile, then even if we have given him nothing tangible, it
is as if we gave him all the gifts in the world.
~J People who are blessed with a good sense of humor have countless
priceless opportunities to cheer up those who are feeling sad; or they can
use their skills to bring rivals back together by lightening the atmosphere
with a good joke. (This is the complete opposite of what some people
do — using the gift of humor to mock others and create machlokes.)
Greeting others is so vital that at times it is permissible to greet an-
other or to respond to his greeting even in the middle of Krias Shema (un-
der certain circumstances, and subject to numerous details, as explained
in Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 66). (Mishpetei Hashalom 4:25-26)

Auriliary IT IS WORTH noting that greeting someone is the big key
Effects  to many of the other mitzvos bein adam lechaveiro, and to

" success in interpersonal relationships. Silence sometimes

breeds suspicion between people; these feelings will melt away with a
warm greeting. It is much more difficult to hit, curse, speak or listen to

lashon hara, or even hurt with words, someone whom we greet regu-
larly. Moreover, it is much more difficult to give pleasant reproof and
expect the recipient to feel it’s for his own good if you don’t even greet
him when you see him.
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% The effects of shekilas shalom can be compared to a garment: two

QDieces of material are useless until they’re sewn together as a garment.

i?é greeting is like the thread that “sews people together” to build warm,
productive relationships. Generally, veahavta lereiacha kamocha and all
the mitzvos associated with it thrive and progress much more smoothly

* hetween people who greet each other.

&\% G
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~ of Rabban Yohanan b. Zakkai that no one ever greeted him first, not even —

a heathen ir} the market-place.?4” His Good morning always rang out ahead.
And indeed, why not? If the interchange is in Yiddish, you stand to
reap a huge dividend. You will generally say, gut morg’n (Good morning),

to whlch the other will respond, gut morg'n gut yor (Good morning, good
year) By investing a blessing for one morning you receive a_blessing fi for
an entire year] Who could wish for a more handsome return?
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